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Notes from the Pastor… 

 SINGING WITH THE EXILES 

Gathered by the waters of Babylon, Judean exiles 

wistfully wondered: Is God for real? If so, does He really 

care about us? What does our future hold? Will this ever 

change? God’s people had watched their world shatter 

into a million pieces. They were demoralized and 

disillusioned. Their disaster looked terminal. 

Do you feel this way?  Does it look as though your 

current problems are more than you can bear? Do you 

find yourself asking: Why did this happen? Why did God 

allow it?  Is there any order in the world? Will God really 

deliver on what He said? 

Isaiah answers these questions in chapters 40–55 of 

his book. He announces that just when Israel’s history 

seemed closed and controlled by hopeless Babylonian 

imperial policy, to the shock and surprise of everyone the 

Lord will stir up a king named Cyrus and a new exodus  
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will explode in the 

desert! A Servant will 

be wounded for our 

transgressions and 

crushed for our 

iniquities. And barren 

Zion will be given so 

many children that, 

like the old woman in 

the shoe, she won’t 

know what to do!  

Standing behind 

these marvelous 

promises is God’s 

almighty Word. “The 

grass withers, the 

flower fades, but the 

word of our God will 

stand forever” (Isaiah 

40:8). The exiles are 

going home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 they are restored to their home. 
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Ash Wednesday: “God Has a Word for That” (Isaiah 41:14 –16) 

Lent 1: “He Only Has Eyes for You” (Isaiah 43:1–7) 

Lent 2: “Marked” (Isaiah 44:1–5) 

Lent 3: “Breaking Down the Gates” (Isaiah 45:1–8) 

Lent 4: “Get Out!” (Isaiah 48:17–22) 

Lent 5: “One Little Word Can Fell Him” (Isaiah 49:1–6) 

Holy Thursday: “He Prepares a Table” (Isaiah 49:7–13) 

Good Friday: “All” (Isaiah 52:13–53:12) 

Easter Sunday: “We Are Going Home” (Isaiah 55:6–13 

 

Plan now to sing with the exiles as we learn from 

Isaiah to walk the Lenten way to the cross and to the 

empty tomb. God promises to turn our weeping into joy 

and our present pain into an endless Alleluia! 

In Christ Our Lord 

 

Pastor Franck 
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February 2016 

Dear Christian Friends, 

My wife Gayle gave a very nice short 

talk on the morning of January 10, 

introducing a new little one that was 

joining our family for a short time. 

Last fall, my wife and I started the 

process of becoming certified as a 

foster care family for St. Louis County, 

particularly for infants. 

Why did we do this? A number of reasons. One, the Duluth 

newspaper has had numerous articles over the past year 

describing the desperate need for foster families. Two, I think 

we have all noticed how quickly our society is coming undone. 

The redefinition of marriage for the sake of adult’s desires 

rather than what is best for children is just one symptom. 

There are many more. Children pay the greatest price here, 

and we all should consider what we can personally do to help. 

I’m not saying foster care is for everyone. There are many and 

various ways we can each help, from influencing public policy, 

voting, contributing to organizations that help, and so on. But 

for my family, we felt we could do more, particularly in the 

short-term care of infants. And so we embarked on this new 

adventure.  

It is an adventure, but we are doing it for children. And one 

thing that we can all do is pray. Pray for our society, but also 

pray for individuals. 

And so, I ask for your prayers. Pray for my family, that we are 

able to meet the needs of those children placed in our homes,  
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and also pray for the children who are there and their families. 

These are children with needs, coming from families with 

needs, and God alone knows how best to meet all those needs. 

Most of all, the need is for them to hear God’s Word, and that 

we can do, bringing these children to God’s House and reading 

them God’s Word that Gods’ promises will not return empty. 

Our Christian faith calls us to serve others. This is not an 

option. We all can and must serve, though not all in the same 

way. Even as much of our society is rejecting the Christian 

faith, Christ calls us all to continue to serve and help. And so I 

would encourage each of you to consider how you can serve 

and help your neighbors as well. 

 

In Christ our Lord, 

 
Pastor Robert Franck 
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From the 

Church Office... 

Have you ever wondered about the use of color 

in the seasons f the Church? 

 

This has always fascinated me and thanks to the Re. 
Douglas K. Escue from the LCMS I was able to illuminate 
myself and I hope you find this interesting as well! 

Color is God’s way of giving us beauty and pleasure in our 
world.  Color allows us to see the Light of Life, Jesus 
Christ.  It serves to communicate the message of salvation; 
and communicate it does when it reinforces a specific 
“colorful” chapter in the life of our Lord and His church, 
retold annually by the church calendar. 

Purple is the color of Lent.  It is a penitential color to 
signify somberness, solemnity, penitence and prayer.  
Purple was a very expensive color to create in the time of 
Jesus and was used to signify royalty.  So when they robed 
Jesus in purple they were scorning and mocking him.  
Ecclesiastical purple should remind us all of our daily need 
to humbly give attention to leading a life of repentance. 

Thanks to everyone who got their Annual Reports in so quickly! The 

Annual Reports are finished and in your mailboxes.    Please check your 

mailboxes.  Your 2015 year-end giving statements and some 2016 

offering envelopes are in them waiting to be taken home! When you visit 

a homebound member, pick up their mail from the mailboxes and bring it 

with you.  They would greatly appreciate the effort!  February is a short 

month so the deadline for the March newsletter is February 17
th
.  Thank 

you in advance for all your efforts in helping the process go smoothly! 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY!! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 



 7  Highlights February 2016 

 
 
                     

 
 
 

 

Dessert Theater 

February 13, 2016 

7:00 p. m. 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

DESSERT THEATER 

Yes, one of the youth group fundraisers will be the 
Dessert Theater!  Warm up your talents and come enjoy 
a nice evening of music, skits, and so on’ along with tasty 
desserts, on the evening of FEBRUARY 14 at 7:00 p. m. 

 

This year Thrivent will be supporting our fundraiser by 
providing the ingredients for the desserts. Contact 
Elizabeth or Rachel Franck if you would like to contribute 
your talent! 
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It’s time to begin thinking about the Wednesday 

Evening LENT worship services! 

 

 Prior to the worship service various groups or 

individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper 

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  The kitchen is fully stocked to 

aide any family or group who would like to host a 

soup supper! (Supplies range from peanut butter and 

jelly to cheese and crackers.) 

   

 Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper 

and fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before 

attending the worship service at 6:30 p.m.  Sign up 

today! 

 

 
 

 
Those Volunteering: 
 

February 10
th —

 LWML
 

February 17
th —

 The Franck Family
 

February 24
th — 

March 9
th — 

The Jezierski Family
 

March 16
th — 

March 24
th — 
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Annual Fund Raising 

Dinner 

April 30, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dinner served at 5:00 pm 

 

Menu: 

20 foot salad bar, choice of Salmon or New York 

Strip, baked potato, vegetable, dinner roll and 

dessert. 

Tickets will go on sale at the end of the month! 

 
Tim (834-2570 or 940-3849) and Ernie (525-2520) will 

be selling tickets if anyone is interested in purchasing 

one. 



 10  Highlights February 2016 
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Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

As expected, our overflowing pantry from the beginning of the year has 

gone down quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard! Our weekly visits continue to increase and we have been very 

short on certain popular items, such as soup, fruit, canned pasta and 

meat, peanut butter and cereal. We still have about $1,200 left from the 

initial large donations and ongoing monthly donations, however, $300 is 

being spent every month and this is not always adequate to keep up with 

the need. One hundred dollars of this has been coming out of the Family 

Assistance Fund each month, but to keep these funds available for other 

needs, we have stopped this and will attempt to rely on just the food shelf 

money. 

There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food 

brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this! The 

office reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our 

food shelf, and Bibles are given to those who need them.  

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate 

and marked “food shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides those 

listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and other canned meat, canned 

meals (chow mein, stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, 

pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Popular 

non-food items are deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion 

and soap. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
Total served thru January =24(4 Bibles) 
 
 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the 

cabinet door in the Upper Room. 
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LifeLight 
Begins a new study on Sunday, Jan. 31. 

We have chosen a topical study, “End Times.” Over the 

course of nine weeks, we will explore what the Bible has to 

say about the end times and what our God has prepared for 

us. It will be far greater than any of us could imagine, for His 

story ends in glory – the glory of Jesus’ return and the 

resurrection of God’s faithful into that glory forever. Study 

guides are available in the narthex; $9.00 payment is 

requested. Please pick up one, complete lesson 1, and join! 
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Altar Guild Report 
The Lord’s Supper, receiving Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of 

our sins, is extremely important and personal for all Christians, so it is with a 

grateful heart that I thank each Altar Guild member for their “behind the 

scenes” work. 

We held our annual meeting in September and filled out the schedule for the 

upcoming year.  Another new fair linen (the cloth covering the altar) was 

purchased in 2015.  We currently have 11 teams consisting of two or more 

people.  The team of Richard and Brenda Holappa was added this year.  

Ideally, it would be great to have one more team, so if you have any interest 

in serving on the Altar Guild, let me know.  Each team takes one month out of 

the year, and we split up the remaining month. 

Our current members are: 

Jo Ann Bollman 

Ruth & Bill Cary 

Carol Farchmin 

Gayle, Rachel & Elizabeth Franck 

Richard & Brenda Holappa 

Judy Hoops 

Ed & Jayne Martinson 

Randy & Robin Muench                              

JoEll Petz 

JoAnn Spielman 

Selma Stephenson 

Jake & Kaye Tanttari 

Carol Walczak 

Colette & Dave Warren 

Supplies for communion are handled by our purchasing agent, Jake Tanttari.  

Selma Stephenson takes care of the banners, helping us focus on the themes 

of each week’s service.  Sandy Iverson handles the flowers that we see in 

the sanctuary.  Thank you to Jake, Selma and Sandy for your service. 

The Altar Guild members are such a great group of dedicated volunteers.  It 

is an honor to be part of such a great team. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Walczak 
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HIGHER THINGS 

The youth group is planning a trip to the 

Higher Things youth conference again this 

summer. This year the conference is being 

held in Nashville, Tennessee; Cedar Falls, 

Iowa; and Fort Collins, Colorado. We are 

attending the Nashville conference June 28-

July 1. It's further than the Iowa setting, but 

it is more scenic, nice to take a longer road 

trip once in a while, and also the plenary 

speaker in Nashville is Rev. Will Weedon, a 

dynamic speaker who is also the synod's 

Director of Worship.  

The theme this year is Bread of Life. Jesus said to them, "I am the 

bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst." Jesus is the Bread of Life. He is the 

bread that came down from heaven. Our fathers ate manna in the 

wilderness and they all died. Jesus is the bread that a man may eat 

and never die. Believing in His Words and promises, receiving His Body 

and Blood, we live forever.  

We are planning fewer fundraising events this year, and charging 

people who attend more of the cost. This is to avoid so many 

fundraisers at the congregation level. We are very grateful for how 

supportive Mount Olive is, and we will still be hosting the Dessert 

Theater and the Easter Breakfast. Funds not used for transportation to 

Higher Things will go to other youth activities. We might need to rent a 

bigger vehicle if many more decide to go. 

If anyone else not currently registered is interested in going, please 

speak with Pastor or Gayle Franck soon; the prices are going up and 

the conference is also filling up quickly. Pastor and Gayle are both 

going, so chaperones shouldn't be an issue. We do have a couple 

college students interested, and that is OK, even though the 

conference is primarily geared towards high school level. 

Bread of Life 2016 · Higher Things 

  Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst." Jesus is the Bread of Life. 

http://higherthings.org/conferences/breadoflife2016
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The Woman’s Book Club will be meeting 
on February 2nd and 16th at Dee Andersons’ 
house. They are in the process of picking a 

book!    Those interested contact Carol 
@724-3924 or Dee@ 213-8992. 

   

Just call or show up! 
 



 17  Highlights February 2016 

Mission  
Sunday   

  

Union Gospel Mission 
 
Dear Friend, 

 The Union Gospel Mission is the oldest soup kitchen in Duluth, established in 1922, by 22 
churches during the Great Depression.  To this day the Union Gospel Soup kitchen 
continues to serve a diverse clientele of our neighbors in need.  What many folks don't 
realize is that we are the only soup kitchen in Duluth to serve meals 7 days a week.  We 
are also, the only one to serve three meals - breakfast, lunch and dinner, Monday through 
Friday.  By the end of the year we will have served 80,000+ meals.  That's a very close 
equivalent to one meal per resident of Duluth!  That said, we are asking for a little piece of 
your heart to help the hungry. 

 On February 14, a day all about love and having heart, the Union Gospel Mission will be 
holding our annual Hungry Hearts Food Drive at area Super One Stores from 10:30 am to 
3:30 pm.  This is a wonderful event that raises food and resources to help replenish and 
stock our shelves so we can continue to feed and nourish our area neighbors in need.  The 
newest statistics show that one in four children in Duluth are seriously food challenged, 
facing hunger on a daily basis.  There are also many of our local seniors and vulnerable 
adults who face hunger daily.  The UGM believes strongly in giving a hand up, not a hand 
out, and that there should be dignity in dining and in life, no matter one's circumstances.  
We serve hot, delicious and nutritious meals daily, in a warm, welcoming, Christian 
environment - helping to give dignity back to the many patrons we serve. Would you please 
consider being our partner in this endeavor?  Indeed, our needs/clientele has increased by 
30% this year alone. In order to keep doing what we do best, we sincerely do need your 
help. To participate in this great community-minded event, please consider scheduling your 
weekly grocery shopping day for Sunday, February 14, at a local Super One Store by 
picking up food items for those less fortunate and leaving items with our on-site volunteers 
that day.  Super One will also have donation slips available at their registers, February 1-
14, where you can make a monetary donation.  Please see 
attached list of food items most needed and utilized.  

 For more information on the Union Gospel Mission, our 
services, volunteer opportunities and more, please visit us at 
www.duluth-ugm.org       ~Thank you so very much! 

Sincerely,                                                                         

Susan Jordahl-Bubacz 
Susan Jordahl-Bubacz, Executive Director, 
Union Gospel Mission 
 
 
 
 

February 21st is Mission Sunday!  We will have a free will 

offering after the service to support this ministry.  

Consider going shopping on the 14th and you can make your 

donations directly to them at any Super One! 
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New Members 

 
We welcomed our newest members into the family of Mt. Olive 

Lutheran this month! Seth and Sarah Stepec; Ashlynn, Emery, 

Oliver, Ellie, Ana and Aubrey. Seth works for United Health Care 

and Sarah is a homemaker; they have a host of animals at home 

and their favorite activity is enjoying each other as a family!  They 

are also foster parents to Ana and Aubrey. They look forward to 

adopting and baptizing them 

soon. Robin and Randy 

Muench are baptismal 

sponsors for the children. 

For contact information: 

 

Seth and Sarah Stepec 

2478 Smith River Road 

Duluth, MN  55803 

(218) 525-1382 

 

Children: 

Ashlynn, Emery, Oliver, Ellie, Ana and Aubrey  

 

 

 

 

Baptisms 

Ashlynn Mae Stepec 

Emery James Stepec 

Oliver Aaron Stepec 

Ellie Victoria Stepec 
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February Anniversaries
 

 

   6 Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 34 years 

 7 Jeff & Holly Suronen, 34 years 

11 George & Norma Mousky, 60 years 

13 Karen & Bryan Brandt, 8 years 

 
 

February Birthdays 

   2 Gwen Chambers 

         Steve Linngren 

   3 Brenda Holappa 

3 Lois Mertz 

      10       Mabel Schauland 

        Lisa Shearer 

11 Jon Farchmin 

 15 Barb Wedward 

 17 Vi Miller (103) 

            Kellen Sheedy 

19 Barb Sheedy 

21 Pat Johnson 

     22      John Stephenson 

26 Ardell Teige 

             Karen Brandt 

                                      29   Dave Warren 


